
 

 

 

Free Press 101: Middle & Senior Years 
WHAT IS PHOTOJOURNALISM? 
 
This collection of learning experiences will introduce your learners to concepts, ethics and skills in news 
photography and visual storytelling. 
 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
 
 

� Read through this document and What is your policy on photo editing? in Free Press 101.  
� Facilitate learner access to technology as needed. 

 
GOALS OF THESE LEARNING EXPERIENCES: 
 

Learners will actively produce and demonstrate understanding of photojournalistic practices: 
 

� Truthfulness and accuracy � Objectivity and unbiased reporting 
� Ethical conduct and respect � Context and fact-checking 
� Synthetic media and AI � Professionalism and responsibility 

 

 
DEFINITIONS:  
 

Composition: The arrangement of elements within a photograph. 
Contrast: The difference in brightness and color between parts of an image. 
Cropping: The removal or editing of unwanted outer areas from an image. 
Candid: A photograph taken without posing the subject, often without the subject’s awareness. 
Clarity: The quality of a photograph that conveys its message clearly. 
Colour: The use of photographic media capable of capturing and reproducing the spectrum of colours. 
Cutline: A descriptive text accompanying a photograph that provides essential information. 
 
CONSENT:  
 

Ensure your learners are aware of your school and divisional policies on taking photographs within or on 
school grounds and distributing those images. Practice with your learners the process of obtaining 
consent to take photographs. Remind them of relevant laws regarding taking and sharing of photos. 
  

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/free-press-101/what-is-your-policy-on-photo-editing
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/free-press-101
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LEARNING EXPERIENCE 1: PHOTOS TELL STORIES     
 

1. • Use the photos provided on pages 4-15 (PDF here, and PPT here), or find and display other photos from 
news stories. As each photo is shared, ask learners to complete a column on the Photo Inquiry activity (page 
3, or PDF here) and then compare their responses in a large group discussion. 

• Note where learners agree on a particular idea, and discuss how the idea is communicated through the 
photograph.  

• Note where learners disagree on particular ideas, and have them suggest ways the photo could have been 
improved for clarity. 

• Reveal the photo cutline once discussion of each photo is complete. 
• Introduce the concept that photojournalists tell stories with photos instead of words, and each photo is 

carefully captured and shared not just to record events, but to carefully and intentionally communicate 
mood, motion, relationships and other important information. 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCE 2: ETHICS AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

2. • Explain to learners that while altering or re-posting photos online has few rules, photojournalism abides by 
strict rules of ethics and accountability. Share the poster on page 16 (PDF here) and discuss with your 
learners. 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCE 3: THROUGH THE LENS 
 

3. • In this learning experience learners will practice the skills learned in this topic.  
o Learners should choose a real event or issue in their school or community and take 3-6 photos that 

tell a story from beginning to end. Every photo should have a cutline and photographer credit. This 
can be done individually or in small groups. 

• Ask the learners to print their photo stories or share as a slideshow. 
• Use the discussion guide (page 17 or PDF here) to reflect on the effectiveness of the photos and cutlines at 

telling the story. This can be done as a large group, or in small groups circulating and discussing amongst 
themselves. 

 

  

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/08/FPML-MY-SY-photos-ppt.pdf
https://winnipegfreepress-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/medialiteracy_freepress_mb_ca/EcU7HvRvyE5NtURo_ygn-joBwc9PQ06lCGqtLUmVthS4AQ?e=ILzrt2
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/08/FPML-MY-SY-Photo-inquiry-chart.pdf
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/08/FPML-MY-SY-poster.pdf
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/08/FPML-MY-SY-Discussion-guide.pdf
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Learning experience 1: Photo inquiry 
 

 
As you view each photo, record your observations and assumptions in the chart below. 
 

 What do you think 
is happening in this 
photo? 

What kind of feeling 
or mood does this 
photo convey? 
How? 

What do you think 
might have 
happened just 
before the photo 
was made? 

What do you think 
might have 
happened just after 
the photo was 
made? 

What do you think 
might be happening 
outside the frame? 

1.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

5.  
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Learning experience 2: Ethics and authenticity 
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Learning experience 3: Discussion guide 
 
Below are some sample questions you may want to use to encourage critical conversations around 
photojournalism. Learners should be able to critically assess the impact their decisions have on how a 
story is told, and be able to identify opportunities to influence the outcome. Look for consensus and 
dissonance on ideas and processes, and encourage learners to recognize the different ways people make 
decisions and solve problems. 
 

1. Framing and Composition  
o How does the way a photo is framed influence the viewer’s interpretation?  
o What is included or excluded from the frame, and why?  

2. Captioning and Context  
o How do captions shape the narrative or emotional tone of an image?  
o Are the captions factual, biased, or emotionally charged?  

3. Ethics and Consent  
o Was the subject aware they were being photographed? Did they need to be? 
o Are all the photos credited to a photographer? 

4. Manipulation and Authenticity  
o Has the image been edited or altered?  
o Does the image look staged in order to create a scene? 

5. Bias and Representation  
o Whose stories are being told, and whose are left out?  
o Are any stereotypes being reinforced or challenged?  

6. Impact and Responsibility  
o What is the potential impact of this image on public opinion or policy?  
o What responsibilities does the photographer have to their subjects and audience?  

 


